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Changes in local government by which bodies of Directors or Guard-
ians of the Poor supervised and supplemented the work of parish
overseers gave both experience and scope to would-be reformers.
Methodism doubtless counted for much both as a civilizing influence
among the people and as one of the channels of the growing spirit of
humanity and the growing knowledge of the poorer sort. Of the Lon-
don poor Wesley wrote in 1753:
I found some in their cells underground, others in their garrets, but I found
not one of them unemployed who was able to crawl about the room. So
wickedly, devilishly false is that common objection, they are poor only
because they are idle.27
It is sometimes forgotten that a great advance in education dates
from the end of the eighteenth century. The Sunday schools, the Lan-
casterian schools, the National schools are compared with later develop-
ments and the period is regarded as a dark age. But there are no absolute
standards in such things. Educational reformers have always been
concerned to point out defects which indeed have always been obvious
enough. At the beginning of the nineteenth century the enthusiasm for
education as a remedy for social ills was a great driving force which
worked wonders with very small resources. It was complained in 1805
that the belief in education was carried (by political economists and the
public) 'to so violent a degree that there can be no time allowed for
examination, and the man who should dispute the wisdom of Sunday
schools would be considered as unworthy attention9.28 The spirit of the
time was changed since the founders of the charity schools a century
earlier had been intent on giving children a carefully limited training
which should fit them for 'menial services*. Lancaster's methods have
often received less than justice; they curiously anticipate certain modern
views on education: at the worst they were a great improvement on the
dreary droning of the catechism which was the central part of the
charity-school teaching, and they reached a far greater number of
children. * Conceive what a state London must have been in, when there
was no provision for school teaching besides the charity schools, which
taught the children next to nothing and nothing likely to be useful to
them,* said Francis Place in 183 5,® neglectful, after the manner of
reformers, of the achievements of those earlier philanthropists who in

